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LAST  CHANCE  TO  NOMINATE l ! 

The  next  Numismatic  Literary  Guild.  Newsletter  will  include  a 
ballot.  Five  members  should  be  selected  for  Board  positions  and  this 
group  will  be  responsible  for  the  maintenance  and  expansion  of  the 
organization.  YOUR  nominations  will  have  a direct  bearing  on  how  the 
Guild  is  operated  so  include  those  who  you  believe  will  be  in  harmony 
with  your  views.  If  you  are  willing  to  serve  in  this  responsible  po- 
sition, please  place  your  name  in  nomination.  May  25th  is  the  deadline! 

* * * 


PRESS  ROOK  AVAILABLE 

The  A.N.A.  Convention  will 
be  the  site  of  our  next  meeting. 

Due  to  the  complete  cooperation 
of  Tom  Werner,  General  Chairman 
of  the  Philadelphia  event,  the 
Guild  will  have  Suite  A,  in  the 
Delaware  Valley  Suite  on  the  3rd 
floor  as  its  point  of  contact. 

The  locale  will  be  set  aside  for 
Guild  members  and  the  local  press 
and  be  in  use  during  the  entire 
week  as  a press  room. 

The  use  of  a meeting  place  for 
the  full  convention  will  allow 
selection  of  a meeting  during  time 
when  other  activites  will  be  min- 
imal. We  will  wait  until  the  Aug- 
ust newsletter  to  announce  the 
exact  timing  of  the  N.L.G.  con- 
vention meeting. 

Mark  Sawyer,  Exhibit  Chairman, 
has  indicated  that  25  feet  of  space 
will  be  available  for  use  of  the 
Guild1 s Photo  exhibit. 

■*  * * 

PHOTO  EXHIBIT 

Tom  Becker,  who  did  such  a fine 
job  producing  the  photo  exhibition 
last  year,  is  once  again  assuming 
responsibility  for  the  event. 

Tom  indicates  practically  all 
the  invited  entrants  will  be  in 


competition.  Regrets  are  extended 
to  individuals  who  are  not  current- 
ly eligible  for  the  exhibit.  Next 
year,  perhaps,  the  non-associated 
member  may  have  a category  to  dis- 
play his  photo  efforts  and  tech- 
niques . 

This  year’s  photo  show  will  have 
the  added  impact  of  large  color 

prints ! 

* * * 


NOMINATIONS 

The  following  members  have  re- 
ceived nominations  for  the  Board. 
Because  other  duties  or  organiza- 
tional policies  may  prevent  accept- 
ances, this  listing  should  be  re- 
garded as  basic.  Final  election 
will  list  all  and  the  five  with  the 
most  votes,  who  accept  the  office 


will  be  installed. 

Note:  IT  IS  NOT  NECESSARY  TO  ATTEND 
THE  CONVENTION  TO  SERVE  AS  A BOARD 
MEMBER.  ALL  GUILD  BUSINESS  IS  TRANS- 
ACTED BY  MAIL. 

(Alphabetical  order) 

Thomas  Becker  Cliff  Mlshler 

Melvin  Fuld  Edward  Rochette 

Maurice  Gould  Russ  Rulau 

Chet  Krause  Margo  Russell 

John  McKay-Clements  Neil  Shafer 
James  Miller  Richard  Yeoman 

* * * 
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THE  MAY  NUMISMATIST,  Page  599 

Guild  members  Charles  Hoskins 
and  Margo  Russell  joined  Glenn 
Smedley  in  producing  a very  en- 
joyable article.  The  title,  "So 
You  Want  To  Write  A Numismatic 
Article"  tells  the  concept  but 
every  member  should  read  this 
guide  to  numismatic  scripture. 

p.S.  --  If  you  do  write  an 
article,  why  not  submit  it  to 

this  newsletter? 

*** 

MEMBERSHIP  MUSINGS 

Charles  Hoskins  noted  that 
the  last  newsletter  omitted  the 
term  Numismatic  Literary  Guild 
from  the  heading.  (The  editor 
took  "hurry  pills"  and  they 
worked! ) 

Ray  Byrne  added  the  title 
Curator  to  his  qualifications. 

He  has  been  appointed  Research 
Associate  to  the  Carnegie  Mu- 
seum’s Coin  and  Medal  section. 

Abe  Kosoff  was  kind  enough  to 
answer  the  query,  "How  do  you  de- 
termine recent  prices  for  pat- 
tern coins"  . . . "This  requires 

constant  vigilance.  Whitman  has 
a supplement  of  price  changes 
issued  last  year.  I keep  up  on 
the  series  so  will  be  glad  to 
help."  Just  one  more  indication 
why  Abe  is  so  respected  and  so 
appreciated. 

Arnold  Margolls,  publisher  of 
the  error  coin  magazine  "Error 
Trends"  offers  Guild  members  a 
sample  copy  of  his  fine  publica- 
tion. Write:  Error  Trends  Maga- 
zine, Box  68,  Cambria  Heights, 
N.Y.  11411. 

Gunter  Kienast  has  been  hon- 
ored by  membership  in  the  Royal 
Numismatic  Society.  His  heavy  re- 
search and  superb  book,  "The  Me- 
dals of  Karl  Goetz"  undoubtedly 
proved  his  qualifications  as  an 
expert  numismatist. 

Maurice  Gould  is  Editor  of  the 
important  Journal  of  TAMS.  The 
cliche  of  "Ask  a busy  man  if  you 
want  something  done"  applies  to 
Maury.  Columnist,  author,  lec- 
turer, editor,  and  complete  ex- 
pert in  our  hobby.  Maury  has  once 
again  submitted  copy  for  this 

issue . 

* * * 


CAN  YOU  HELP? 

Melvin  Fuld  is  listing  all  Min- 
iature 13mm.  and  below,  money.  Spell 
Mark,play  money,  counters  of  the 
world.  He  is  also  interested  in  play 
money  larger  than  13mm.  Allied  ma- 
gician pieces  not  mentioned  else- 
where and  he  is  also  working  on  a 
revision  of  Hettrlch  & Guttag  Civil 
War  patriotic  and  Store  Cards.  His 
"Token  Collectors"  page  in  the  Nu- 
mismatist and  his  series  on  tokens 
in  the  TAMS  Journal  keep  his  need 
for  token  data  constant. 

* * * 

News  has  arrived  that  error  col- 
lections are  being  confiscated  by 
the  Secret  Service.  (West  Coast 
action  only, thus  far).  Have  you  any 
information  regarding  this  and  the 
statute  which  allows  this  action? 

* * * 

WRITERS’  MARKET  1969 

The  25th  edition  of  the  market 
guide  book  "writer's  market  '69" 
lists:  COIN  WORLD,  P.0.  Box  150, 

119  East  Court  Street,  Sidney,  Ohio. 
Mrs.  Margo  Russell,  Editor.  Issued 
weekly  for  a strictly  "numismatic 
Indoctrinated"  audience.  Articles 
must  be  pure  numismatics.  Pays  35^ 
per  column  inch  plus  extra  for 
photos.  Buys  numismatic  photos  sub- 
mitted with  captions;  no  specific 
size;  rate  of  payment  depends  on  ap- 
peal. Query  first.  Reports  in  six 
months.  Buys  first  rights. 

COINS  MAGAZINE,  Iola,  Wise.  Nu- 
mismatic Editor,  Clifford  Mishler. 
Reports  on  submissions  within  thir- 
ty days.  Pays  on  acceptance.  Enclose 
S.A.S.E.  for  Ms.  return.  Nonfiction 
....  wants  stories  about  interesting 
coins,  medals,  paper  money,  about 
the  personalities  in  the  hobby  as 
these  characters  are  unique,  about 
events.  Stories  should  be  in  the 
fast-moving  style,  easy  reading.  Ty- 
pical articles-  "Return  to  Oak  Is- 
land" - current  search  for  a legend- 
ary treasure  off  the  Nova  Scotia 
coast.  Preferred  lengths  are  from 
500  to  2,000  words.  Pays  1-3^  Per 
word.  Photos:  Buys  photographs  with 
mss  and  with  captions  only.  Prefers 
they  be  at  least  5*7.  P&ys  UP  to 
$5.00  each. 

COINage  Magazine.  (Not  in  Writer  s 
Market  but  interested  in  profession- 
ally written  articles). 


Behn-Miller  Publications,  16250 
Ventura  Blvd. , Enclno,  Calif. 
Editor,  James  Miller.  Suggest 
articles  Include  photographs. 

Pays  ^40  per  page  which  includes 
photos.  Accent  is  on  U.S.  coin- 
age but  current  issue  discusses 
"Playing  Card  Money,  Zeppelin 
Coins,  Investments  and  Zodiac 
Coins  and  Medals." 

* * * 

MEET  YOUR  MEMBERS 
(Alphabetical  Order) 

John  S,  Queen 

Currently  associated  with  the 
prominent  firm,  Paramount  Inter- 
national Coin  Company,  John  pre- 
viously had  been  editor  of  "The 
Coin  Collector"  when  it  was  based 
in  Kewanee,  Illinois.  John  is  un- 
doubtedly receiving  intensive  in- 
sight into  the  doings  of  world 
coinage  as  his  company  has  ex- 
clusive coverage  of  the  FAO  is- 
sues. One  of  John's  editorials 
closed  with,  "The  hobby  is  mov- 
ing. It  is  a good  feeling  to  see 
the  way  I was  received  and  to 
sense  the  friendliness  and  cor- 
diality of  people  who  are  a part 
of  our  hobby,  either  as  fellow 
publishers,  dealers  or  just  plain 
hobbyists.  It  really  is  a good 
hobby  and  a good  feeling  to  be 
part  of  it." 

That  tells  it  like  it  is, 

John. 

Perhaps  his  training  as  a min- 
ister is  reflected  in  the  good- 
will he  receives  and  generates. 

* * * 

Jerome  H.  Remlck 

Member  of  twenty  major  organi- 
zations and  the  Guild,  Jerome 
brings  a touch  of  friendliness, 
a spark  of  genius,  a ton  of  li- 
terary endeavors  and  a world  of 
cooperation  to  our  group.  His  by- 
line has  been  seen  in  such  diver- 
sified titles  as  "Catalog  of  Irish 
Coins",  "Catalog  of  Dominican  Re- 
public", Catalog  of  Jamaican  Coins" 
and  "Catalog  of  British  Common- 
wealth". Jerry  Remick's  "Common- 
wealth of  Coins"  column  is  now  ap- 
pearing in  the  Numismatic  News. 

His  articles  have  been  seen  in 
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most  major  coin  publications.  One 
of  his  tangible  contributions  to 
the  Guild  has  been  his  nomination 
of  applicants  who  are  internation- 
ally known.  Jerry  thinks  of  the  world 
as  his  base  of  operations  and  few 
individuals  are  as  suited  to  the 
term  "Numismatist"  with  all  its  hon- 
ored meaning. 

A full  time  geologist,  Jerry  ac- 
cepts no  payment  for  his  books  and 
articles.  His  efforts  are  based  on 
the  perfect  motivation  — love  of 
his  hobby. 

* * * 

Edward  Rochette  ^ 

Editor  of  "The  Numisjblst"  , for- 
merly associated  with  Krause  Pub- 
lications and  a dymanic  personality 
who  (at  one  time)  was  A.N.A.  Ad 
Manager,  Executive  Secretary,  Edi- 
tor of  the  Numismatist  and  keeper 
of  the  keys  at  the  A.N.A.  Building. 

Ed  is  seen  at  all  major  conventions 
and  has  been  the  speaker  at  a num- 
ber of  major  coin  events.  His  book, 
"Medallic  Portraits  of  John  F.  Ken- 
nedy" is  the  standard  in  the  field. 
Like  most  editors,  Rochette' s writ- 
ings are  usually  unsigned  but  his 
technical  ability  is  seen  through- 
out the  official  publication  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Association.  One 
of  his  crowning  moments  must  have 
been  the  introduction  to  full  color 
in  the  Numismatist.  Crisp  editorial 
copy,  artistic  typography  and  many 
innovations  of  major  Impact  all  il- 
lustrate the  Rochette  editorial 
techniques . 

It  would  be  unfair  to  gloss  over 
the  attractive  Faye  Rochette  who  is 
Ed's  helpmate  and  mainstay.  Far  from 
a "numismatic  widow",  Faye  collects 
''Wedding  and  Anniversary  Commemora- 
tives".  Sounds  like  the  title  of  a 

new  book  project,  Ed. 

* * * 

George  Rony 

Founder  of  the  Topical  Coin  Col- 
lectors, Senior  Editor  of  COINage 
Magazine  and  regular  contributor  to 
Coin  World  are  but  a few  of  the  ac- 
tivities of  the  multi-faceted  George 
Rony.  A former  motion  picture  dir- 
ector and  producer,  George  is  a pro- 
fessional numismatist  with  one  of 
the  most  unusual  and  interesting 


"coin"  shops  in  the  entire  hobby. 
When  visitors  drop  into  "The  Col- 
lector", they  are  amazed  by  the 
extensive  line  of  medals,  coins, 
stamps,  antiques,  primitive  paint- 
ings that  combine  to  form  a com- 
plete collector's  paradise.  Rony 
is  also  the  author  of  14  books 
plus  the  regular  COINage  columnist 
of  "Coin  Flakes".  His  8 full  length 
motion  pictures  encompass  fifty 
years  of  history.  More  than  20 
screen  plays  are  credited  to  him. 
The  fascinating  details  of  George's 
background  are  in  his  autobio- 
graphy, "This  Too  Shall  Pass  Away". 

Recommended  reading  . . and  NOT 
banned  in  Boston. 

* * * 

THIS  MONTH'S  GIFT 

The  enclosed  Forecaster  is  a 
look  into  a field  rarely  seen  by 
the  average  numismatist.  It  is  the 
investment  publication  known  as 
"The  World's  Most  Expensive  Coin 
Publication".  It  is  published  by 
economist,  John  Kamlns.  John  is  a 
"profit  Prophet"  and  his  tips  have 
apparently  been  successful  for  the 
publication  has  a large  number  of 
adherents . 

* * * 

EDITOR  NEEDED 

The  changeover  in  N.L.G.  Board 
and  Executive  Directorship  will 
also  leave  an  opening  for  an  Edi- 
tor for  this  newsletter.  Any  Vol- 
unteers? The  cooperation  of  won- 
derful people  associated  with 
N.L.G.  make  this  position  a worth- 
while and  enjoyable  one.  Perhaps 
the  incoming  Board  will  be  able 
to  finance  the  organization  so 
that  a better  newsletter  can  re- 
sult. Photos,  proper  printing  and 
regular  columns  by  members  are  Just 
a few  of  the  targets  the  next  edi- 
tor may  check  into. 

* * * 

IS  A TOKEN  A COIN? 

John  L.  McKay-Clement s and  Ricky 
Morse  of  the  Ontario  Numismatist 
engaged  in  a very  interesting  dis- 
cussion regarding  the  distinction 
between  coins  and  tokens. 

worse  Indicated  that  a token 
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may  represent  a coin  but  it  is 
NOT  a coin.  He  ended  with  the 
statement,  "Let  us  call  a spade  a 
spade  and  a token  a token". 

McKay-Clements  who  had  included 
some  tokens  in  his  "10  Rarest  Can- 
adian Coins,  countered  with  "Any 
contention  that  a token  is  a coin 
is  admittedly  too  broad  for  a pur- 
ist to  accept  at  face  value.  Let 
us  agree  that  I said  'a  genuine 
trade  token'  but  for  the  sake  of 
clarity  should  have  added  'struck 
for  the  purpose  of  serving  the 
same  function  as  money' . My  Oxford 
Dictionary,  among  other  definitions 
of  COINS,  says,  'A  piece  of  metal 
of  definite  weight  and  value  stamped 
with  an  officially  authorized  de- 
vice, a piece  of  money.'  Turning 
to  the  word  TOKEN,  I find  among 
other  things  'A  stamped  piece  of 
metal  Issued  as  a medium  of  ex- 
change by  a private  person  or  com- 
pany who  engages  to  take  it  back 
at  its  nominal  value,  giving  goods 
or  legal  currency  for  it.'  It  goes 
on  to  Indicate  the  word  can  be 
combined  with  the  word  COINAGE  and 
refers  the  reader  to  TOKEN-MONEY." 

John  continues  with  many  telling 
points  but  his  final  paragraph  was 
a real  "chuckler". 

"When  it  comes  to  calling  a 
spade  a spade,  how  do  you  feel 
about  Arthur  Braydan  Code  calling 
an  ancient  Chinese  'Spade'  trade 
token  a coin?  See  pages  2,  9 and 
29  in  "Coins  in  China's  History". 

Perhaps  his  climatic  view  is 
expressed  with,  "All  I can  say  is 
that  a genuine  trade  token  struck 
for  the  purpose  of  serving  the 
same  function  as  money  is  a coin." 


HAVE  YOU  PAID  YOUR  DUES? 


.■'tr 
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THE  RUSSIAN  MONETARY  SYSTEM  (English  translation) 

By  Dr.  I.  G.  Spassky 

Published  by  Jacques  Schulman,  Amsterdam,  1967 

This  is  a revised,  enlarged  and  profusely  illustrated  English 
language  edition  of  Dr.  Spassky's  previous  work  on  the  Russian  mone- 
tary system.  There  are  a number  of  books,  many  of  which  are  obsolete, 
and  out  of  print,  on  particular  aspects  of  Russian  coinage,  but  a 
comprehensive  work  on  Russian  coinage  in  English  was  lacking.  This 
void  is  now  most  adequately  filled.  The  book  traces  the  Russian  coin- 
age system  from  the  pre-Mongol  period  through  the  current  USSR  coin- 
age. The  book  is  a survey  going  into  much  detail  in  parts,  but  is  not 
a catalog,  i.e.,  does  not  list  coins  by  denominations,  dates  and  valu- 
ations . 

Dr.  Spassky  is  a distinguished  numismatist  who  has  carried  out 
the  tradition  of  Russian  coinage  in  a charming,  down  to  earth  and  re- 
freshing manner.  The  old  peasant  saying  he  quotes:  "Money  likes  to  be 
counted"  is  delightful!  Thanks  must  be  given  Messrs  Goroshina  and  the 
late  Leonard  Forrer  for  the  smooth  and  very  readable  transation. 

Great  lengths  were  taken  to  dispel  certain  major  fallacies,  one 
such  being  'fur'  and  'leather'  money,  of  whose  validity  there  had  been 
previous  supporters.  Such  'money'  actually  deriving  in  part  from  the 
high  quality  of  Russian  fur,  and  such  things  as  word  similarities,  as 
the  word  'cuna'  meaning  'marten  fur', etc.  A similar  situation  existed 
in  research  on  early  Latin  American  coins,  where  documentation  of  early 
Nuevo  Relno  gold  made  repeated  references  to  'badgers'  - the  guilty 
source  word  being  'tejon'  meaning  'badger',  but  also  the  true  meaning 
in  this  instance:  'round  gold  ingot.' 

From  an  interesting  study  of  the  origin  of  the  monetary  system 
as  a starter,  the  work  did  slow  down  by  too  much  attention  given  to 
the  coinage  of  the  middle  ages,  which  is  not  as  interesting  (to  the 
reviewer)  as  the  coinage  of  the  17th  century  and  later.  This  is  offset 
by  the  wealth  of  illustrations  of  coins,  original  hoards,  documents 
and  engravings  of  medieval  coin  manufacture  and  related.  The  work 
accelerates  in  interest  as  the  change  to  a modern  coinage  commences 
in  the  late  17th  century.  It  has  been  an  accepted  fact  that  Peter  I 
had  taken  over  monetary  innovations  from  the  West.  But  it  is  found 
that  actually  the  Russian  monetary  system  in  1704  was  the  first  to  ap- 
pear among  the  18th  century  decimal  monetary  systems  in  Western  Europe 
and  America!  The  story  unfolds  of  the  new  denominations'  struggles  to 
establish  themselves  against  the  archaic  and  tenacious  wire  kopeks  and 
altyns,  which  made  their  dying  gasps  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  18th 
century. 

Much  specific  detailed  data  is  furnished,  ’which  was  either  pre- 
viously obscure  or  not  known  in  the  West.  Among  a few  are  the  reasons 
for  Catherine  II ' s Siberian  coinage,  the  Swedish  imitations  of  Rus- 
sian Piateks  in  1788,  Russian  imitation  of  Dutch  Ducats,  etc.  Dr. 
Spassky  expresses  a preference  for  the  older  coins,  but  notes  that 
foreign  scholars  are  turning  more  and  more  their  interest  toward  Rus- 
sian 18th  to  20th  century  coins  of  the  'new  period. ' The  reviewer  feels 
his  shortened  treatment  of  the  'new  period'  was  particularly  well  done. 
Dr.  Spassky  has  done  a thorough  and  highly  commendable  job  throughout. 


Robert  P.  Harris 
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WRITIN ' AND  RUMINATIN' 

By  Maurice  M.  Gould 

Producing  fifty-two  columns  for  a syndicate  and  special 
columns  for  other  coin  papers,  as  well  as  coin  publications,  makes 
it  necessary  to  have  new  and  varied  ideas  as  to  what  material 
should  be  used. 

Where  do  these  ideas  come  from?  One  weekend  recently  I gave  a 
coin  lecture  in  Yuma,  Arizona.  At  the  Yuma  Coin  Club,  there  were 
more  than  25  junior  members  present.  Seeing  the  enthusiasm  of  the 
youngsters,  I decided  to  turn  out  a column  pertaining  to  the  juniors 
in  numismatics. 

The  next  day,  on  a visit  to  the  Bakersfield  Coin  Show,  I talked 
to  the  dealers  to  find  out  what  is  selling,  what  they  are  buying, 
about  recent  coin  finds,  what  -investors  are  doing.  Among  the  infor- 
mation garnered,  there  will  always  be  some  items  to  make  a worth- 
while column. 

The  Bakersfield  Show  proved  to  me  that  there  were  more  and  more 
dealers  handling  Exonumia  because  more  and  more  people  had  been 
asking  about  it  and  this  prompted  me  to  write  a column  about  the 
collecting  of  coins  and  medals. 

Other  ideas  for  columns  come  from  press  releases,  from  govern- 
ments, medalli c companies,  and  the  many  who  write  to  me  asking  ques- 
tions about  material  they  own  or  numismatic  Information  they  read 
about.  Some  of  this  is  not  always  authentic  and  I try  to  check  it 
out  carefully  before  using  the  material. 

If  there  is  an  Important  government  release,  I use  this  as  the 
nucleus  of  the  column,  but  try  to  use  more  than  one  item  and  always 
Include  some  questions  received  from  my  readers  with  my  replies. 

When  I see  that  a number  of  readers  show  enthusiasm  for  items 
on  buried  treasure,  I try  to  use  several  columns  a year  along  this 
vein.  When  I mentioned  a treasure  association  recently  and  the  in- 
teresting things  they  were  doing,  they  received  more  than  5°0  pieces 
of  mail  in  a few  days. 

I may  be  talking  to  a collector  and  he  will  be  telling  about 
his  great  interest  in  a country  like  Israel  and  give  glowing  reports 
about  collector  activity.  I look  into  the  numismatics  of  this  coun- 
try and  if  the  facts  are  borne  out,  I turn  out  a column  on  this 

country.  , . 

Club  meetings  and  conventions  are  excellent  areas  to  get  in- 
formation from  the  speakers,  officers  and  members  as  to  what  is  new 
in  the  coin  world.  Some  of  them  have  travelled  to  foreign  countries, 
some  have  visited  other  areas  of  the  United  States  and  this  informa- 
tion often  sets  my  thoughts  for  a column  I think  will  be  of  interest 

to  the  collector  and  public  alike. 

Many  readers  write  me  about  new  finds  and  when  these  are  checked 

out,  they  are  found  to  be  of  much  value  in  setting  up  my  column. 

There  is  no  pat  answer  to  where  I get  my  ideas  and  this  makes 
it  more  exciting,  as  a few  minutes  from  now  I may  have  another  thought 
and  will  be  working  on  another  column. 
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